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St. John’s Episcopal Church 
Jackson, Wyoming 

Children’s Sermon for November 8, 2015 ~ Proper 27B 2015 
The Reverend Ronald D. Pogue 

 
I want to discuss a word today that may be a new word for some of you. The word is “generous.” 
 
Here is a definition of the word that I really like: “Generosity means not being tied down by concerns 
about one's possessions. That allows us to give without hesitation.” When we do that, we might be 
described as “generous.”  
 
Jesus was with his disciples one day at the Jerusalem Temple. It was sort of like you being here in the 
church with me, your spiritual teacher. On that day, he wanted to help his disciples recognize that 
some people who pretended to be generous toward God really were not. They loved their possessions 
more than they loved God. So, he pointed to a woman who was a widow. That means the woman’s 
husband had died. In that time and place, widows were usually among the poorest people around. 
 
This poor widow went over to the offering plate and put in two small coins. In fact, they were the 
coins that held the least value, sort of like a penny. A penny won’t buy very much will it?  
 
But Jesus told his disciples that the offering of those two pennies was a more generous act than the 
offerings of those other people who looked so generous. Can you think of what he meant? 
 
Let me give you an example: 
 
Here is a bag containing 100 pennies. (Give it to one of the children.) 
 
Here is another bag but it only contains 2 pennies. (Give it to one of the children.) 
 
Here is an offering plate. What do we usually do with an offering plate? 
 
It’s where we put our offerings to God, isn’t it? 
 
Now, you (1) reach into your bag with 100 pennies and take out 2 of them. Place them in the offering 
plate. 
 
You (2) reach into your bag and take out 2 pennies. Place them into the offering plate. 
 
Okay, each of you gave God 2 pennies. Seems like your offerings are equal, doesn’t it? 
 
But it really only seems that way. How much is left in your bag? 
 
You have 98 pennies left but you have none left. So the amount of the offering may have been the 
same, but the sacrifice or the generosity is not.  
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One of you could have given more if you didn’t want to keep so much for yourself. But the other of 
you gave everything you had. 
 
Now in this case, we’re only pretending so I can help you understand the point Jesus was making. He 
called the attention of the disciples to the poor widow who was making her offering beside the very 
important and wealthy people. Jesus told his disciples that the important people gave their offering to 
God from their abundance. Do you know what that word means? It means they had a LOT. And they 
had a LOT left over when they walked away from the offering plate. Then Jesus told his disciples 
that the offering of the poor widow was more generous than the others. Why? Because after she gave 
the 2 small coins to God, she had no more money left. She gave God everything. 
 
I wonder what would make her do that? Do you think she did it because she loved God? Do you 
think she did it because she wanted to thank God? Do you think she did it because she trusted God? 
Maybe she did it because of all those things. And Jesus wanted his disciples to see how generous she 
was because they may have been so impressed by the others that they completely missed the example 
of this poor, generous widow. 
 
Now, there’s nothing especially right or wrong about having a lot of anything. And, there’s not 
anything especially right or wrong about being poor. The point of Jesus’ example is how much we 
depend on anything more than we depend on God and how our trust in God can make us truly 
generous people. 
 
So, sometimes you may not have very much – money, time, love, trust, compassion, friendship – and 
you think your offering won’t matter. So maybe you’ll just hang on to what you have instead of 
letting go of it in an act of love, gratitude, and trust. Jesus wanted his disciples to know that every 
offering is important to God because it tells God what is in a person’s heart. It tells God that a person 
is willing to trust God instead of being tied to possessions or anything else. It tells God that one 
desires to be a generous person. 
 


