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Mark 1:14-20 
 

People often ask, “how can I recognize God's call to me?” It is a question of vocation. The word vocation is 
derived from the Latin root voca, voice. It means “to call.” There are so many voices crying out for our 
attention and our loyalty, it is difficult to discern the voice of God. That makes it difficult to know what God 
is calling me or my community of faith to do. The question may have to do with our overall life mission or 
with what God wants of us in a specific situation. 
 
Perhaps we can learn something about recognition of God's call from Mark's account of the beginning of 
Jesus' Gallilean ministry. His baptism by John had been in Judea. After John was imprisoned, Jesus went 
north to the Sea of Galilee, an area inhabited by many Gentiles as well as Jews. There, he proclaimed, 
 

“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good 
news.” As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew cast-
ing a net into the lake—for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me and I 
will make you fish for people.’ And immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he 
went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their 
boat mending the nets. Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the 
boat with the hired men, and followed him. (Mark 1:14-20) 

 
There are several characteristics of vocation here, which are similar to other Biblical accounts of God's call to 
people and to communities. 
 
God's call is timely. “The time is fulfilled.” The Greek word for God's time is kairos. We generally keep 
time as chronos, using our watches, clocks, and calendars. Kairos requires a different approach. Kairos is the 
right time – the time when fruit is ripe, when babies are born, when we are ready for something. While God's 
call may come to us in many ways, it always comes at the right time. Jesus was speaking of the time when the 
old age of rebellion against God would cease and a new age would begin. He came at right time in history. 
His call comes at the right time in our personal histories and in the history of our faith community. 
 
God's call involves change.  Jesus called people to repent.  That’s not a word that appears often in Mark. To 
repent means to change. Jesus went to a region that was different. When reading about his ministry around the 
sea of Galilee, remember that “the other side” is the place where there are many gentiles. People there were of 
a different race and faith. It still is such a region, in case you have not been paying attention! God's call can be 
a turning point in the life of a person or a community of persons. What needs to be changed? If you hear a call 
to remain exactly as you are, it is probably not God calling. 
 
God's call is imperative. Jesus’ called people to “hear, repent, believe, and follow.” These are not mere 
suggestions. The time is now and this is what needs to be done. There is urgency about the call of God. I’m 
reminded of the ants in the anthill on a golf course. One day, a golf ball landed on top of the anthill. The 
golfer approached the ball and began swinging at it to knock it toward the hole. He wasn’t very good and he 
missed several times. Each time he missed, he struck the anthill. Dirt and ants went flying off in every 
direction. One of the ants finally said to the others,  “If we are going to survive, we'd better get on the ball.” 
Like the call of that ant, God’s call is imperative. Something urgent is at stake. 
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God's call is specific. “Hear, repent, believe, follow, preach, teach, baptize, pray, go.” The response to God’s 
call may involve a person's entire life or only a brief period. At an earlier stage of my ministry, our congrega-
tion in Houston was called to open a temporary night shelter for homeless people one winter. We housed and 
served over 100 men and women each night for four winter months because the usual shelters were full and 
turning them away. When we considered our commitment, we had to envision the possibility that we would 
need to do this every winter for a very long time. As it turned out, we continued to vigorously advocate for 
homeless people, but the need for our night shelter lasted only one year. About the same time, we began a 
series of ministries for persons with HIV/AIDS – support groups for them and their loved ones, a dental 
clinic, an eye clinic, counseling, and even a hospice. We had to consider the long-term consequences of 
starting something like that. Over thirty years later, those ministries continue and that congregation is held up 
internationally as an example of the compassionate response of Christians to people in desperate need. In both 
instances, one brief and one long-term, God’s call to us was specific. It always is. 
 
God's call includes reassurance. God does not call people to do something that they can do on their own. In 
fact, God’s call often seems to be to accomplish something that is humanly impossible. But when God calls 
us to do such things, God always provides the means whereby the call can be fulfilled.  “I will make you 
fishers of people,” said Jesus to those first disciples. Prophets, priests, apostles, martyrs, all found such 
reassurance in responding to God’s call. 
 
God's call is consistent. How do we know it is God who is calling? One way is to compare what we think we 
are hearing with examples in scripture, in the teachings of the Church through the ages, in the realm of reason 
and human experience. Another way is to seek the counsel of other Christians in a process of discernment. 
God is not likely to call one of us do something that is contradictory with God’s purposes and God’s ways as 
revealed in scripture, tradition, reason, or experience. What if God is calling this community of faith to 
change the world at your doorstep? Will you be deterred by self-doubt, concerns about resources, lack of faith 
or commitment? In the face of your discernment, I invite you to consider some examples of the past - Abra-
ham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebecca, Jacob, Leah, Rachel and their twelve sons, Jonah, the Twelve, Augustine 
of Canterbury, Samuel Seabury, Alexander Gregg. All were called to follow God into a future that seemed 
impossible, dangerous, and even deadly. And yet they changed the world around them and beyond. Whatever 
God’s call to you may be, I promise you it will be consistent with God’s call to them. 
 
God's call is persistent. Mark records Jesus as saying to them, “the time is fulfilled. Matthew suggests that 
when Jesus went to Galilee, it fulfilled the place. If you will recall the story of Jonah, you will remember that 
Jonah resisted God’s call. His resistance did not stop God. God persisted until Jonah went to bear God’s 
message to the people of Nineveh and it saved them from a great calamity. God’s call is persistent. 
 
For the last six years, you and others in this diocese have faced difficult circumstances in your attempts to be 
faithful to the call of God you have heard. Today, you begin a process of discernment with your consultant in 
hopes of better understanding the next steps in your world-changing journey of faith. Gay and I are heading 
off to walk with another community of people in a different set of circumstances, yet still facing an uncertain 
future and a time of transition. Our task, somewhat like that of your consultant, will be to walk with them for 
awhile to foster hope, lead change, inspire action, and above all to glorify God. As we journey, you and I are 
invited to listen for the divine voice and, when the call comes, to recognize it, to receive as gift, and to let 
God’s amazing grace allow you to drop everything in order to see the time and the mission entrusted to you 
fulfilled. I pray that God will bless you as you look forward together because I know that God is with you. 


