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Preface

I prepared this series of meditations for the Fall 2013 Stewardship campaign at Christ Church Cranbrook, 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan.  They were written in the hope of drawing on the messages of abundance and stew-
ardship that are hidden in plain sight in the magnificent house of worship where we gather to offer ourselves to 
God. 

These meditations are offered to further growth in generosity among the members of this parish, to enrich their 
spiritual lives, and the spiritual fabric of Christ’s followers in this place.  May they express our thanksgiving for 
the legacy of beauty and generosity entrusted to future generations by the Founders, George and Ellen Booth, 
and serve as a challenge to this generation in the legacy it bequeaths to those who come after us.

         Faithfully,

         The Reverend Ronald D. Pogue, D.Min.
         Interim Rector

© Copyright 2013 Ronald D. Pogue



Stewardship Is In Our DNA

On several occasions, I’ve been advised to soft-pedal stewardship be-
cause some people might get upset.  I’ve never taken that advice and 
here’s why.

Over half of the recorded sayings of Jesus Christ concern possessions. 
Jesus knew how possessions interfere with our relationships with God, 

our neighbors, and our spiritual identity.  Don’t most wars, lawsuits, family feuds, and legislative battles finally 
boil down to who possesses what and how much?

A rich man approached Jesus and asked, “Master, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus told him to sell all 
his possessions, give the money to the poor, and follow Jesus.  The man couldn’t do it.  Why?  He was possessed 
by his possessions.  He derived too much of his identity, security, and status from his possessions.  Jesus was not 
condemning wealth.  Jesus was trying to help a man find the freedom and joy that comes from living in a right 
relationship with his God, his neighbor, and his stuff!

Like Jesus, I want to help people have a healthy relationship with their possessions so that all the other relation-
ships of their lives will be healthier and they will know the kind of freedom Jesus called “eternal life.”

The story of stewardship is grounded in the story of creation. When God created human beings, our role as stew-
ards was imbedded into our DNA.  As the only creature made in the likeness of God, humans have the distinct 
privilege and responsibility of managing God’s resources in ways that further God’s creative and redemptive 
purposes.

When we abdicate our role as stewards, we lower ourselves in the pecking order of creation.  Before long, we 
make idols that stand between us and God.  In exercising the vocation of stewardship we become more fully hu-
man and fulfill our God-given destiny in creation.  We need to give!

Finally, it is important to help the community of Christian people see how necessary the work and witness of the 
community is to the ongoing redemptive mission of Christ. The first thing Jesus did in his public ministry was to 
form a community. Throughout his ministry, he worked to shape that community into an apostolic, missionary 
force.  The last thing he did before his Ascension was to send that community into the world to bear his mes-
sage and transform lives.  When the community of Christ’s followers is healthy and vibrant, the apostolic witness 
impacts the mission field at our doorstep in powerful, divine ways.  We can’t be faithful stewards if we neglect the 
community into which we are baptized and to which Christ has entrusted so much of his redemptive work.

When our lives are focused on stewardship instead of ownership, we experience greater freedom.  When we em-
brace the pattern of Jesus’ life that is characterized not by having but by giving, our relationships are transformed.  
When our giving strengthens the Church, the divine mission given uniquely to the Church can be accomplished.

As a Priest, why would I want to soft-pedal something like that?
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A Legacy of Stewardship

When studying a parish, there are several aspects of parish life that are symptomatic of 
the spiritual health of the community and its members: hospitality, worship attendance, 
faith development, outreach to others, and stewardship.  Persons who are discerning a 
call to serve in a parish are especially interested in examining these practices in light of 
their own priestly gifts and vocational emphases.

During the ten months I have been with you, we have been exploring these practices 
and other areas of congregational health in a variety of settings.  We are now at a cross-
roads when Christian stewardship must have our full attention.  In many ways, how 

God's people relate to their possessions and how they express their generosity toward God touches every other 
aspect of personal spirituality and the common life of the parish.  When we practice the spiritual discipline of 
stewardship we become more generous.  Generosity changes both the giver and the Church.

This is nothing new.  St. Paul addressed this relationship with the members of the Corinthian Church: "You will 
be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to God through us; for the 
rendering of this ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with many thanksgivings 
to God" (2 Cor. 9:10-12).  Jesus said it this way, "Strive first for the kingdom of God and God's righteousness, and 
all these things will be given to you as well" (Mt. 6:33).

During the spring of 2012, the Rector and Vestry of Christ Church Cranbrook engaged Tom Anderson, a noted 
consultant in charitable giving, to assist them in an assessment of giving in the parish.  Simply put, he presented a 
compelling case for a long-needed transformation in the giving culture of this community of faith.  The Wardens 
and Vestry impressed upon me that they wanted me to help the parish take the necessary steps that will lead to a 
lasting change in the culture of giving at Christ Church Cranbrook.

The essence of Mr. Anderson's assessment is that parishioners should be less focused on the church's need to re-
ceive and more focused on the giver's need to give.  It is possible that many members have not taken full respon-
sibility for their own personal stewardship because the parish leans too heavily on the generous endowments of 
past benefactors.

Emphasizing the church's need to receive is a fund raising strategy.  In contrast, emphasizing the giver's need 
to give fosters Christian stewardship.  One is based on need, the other is based on God's bountiful generosity 
toward us.  One is consumer-oriented, the other is God-oriented. One anticipates receiving something in return, 
the other is our response to something already received.

In past years, your Vestry and Stewardship Committee have provided you with sound explanations and compel-
ling reasons for the church's need to receive your contributions.  They have offered you statistical information, 
budgets, audit reports, and comparisons of average levels of giving with other area congregations and with con-
gregations of The Episcopal Church.  You will continue to receive such reports.

These reports are useful indicators of spiritual health and they provide assurances about the fiscal management 
of the parish.  But they are not an adequate basis for Christian stewardship, have provided very little motivation 
for greater generosity, and certainly should never be an excuse for a Christian to withhold what belongs to God.

We give to God because God first gives to us.  We give to God because we believe that all that we have, whether 
spent, saved, or given away is a sacred trust from God.  We give to God because of our consciousness that we are 
the only creatures created in God's image and entrusted with the divine vocation to be stewards of everything 
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God has provided. Giving to God is our birthright and privilege.

Today's generation of worshipers at Christ Church Cranbrook have inherited a legacy of generosity and steward-
ship from those who went before us.  In the Foreword to the 1978 parish history, we read,

Just as his (George Gough Booth's) life was one of Christian stewardship, so the history of the Christ Church 
Cranbrook Parish is one of stewardship...Freed from the burden of paying for its Church, the Parish has been 
able to apply its time and talents to a multitude of programs and projects that have placed Christ Church Cran-
brook in the forefront of Episcopalian Parishes in this country.  Such is the legacy entrusted to the Parish that it 
has an obligation to extend its Christian responsibility beyond the Parish itself as well as to maintain the magnifi-
cent edifice so that it can serve succeeding generations in the years to come.

Have we lost touch with that vision of being a leading parish of Episcopal Church?  Is it possible that this legacy 
has somehow become a stumbling block instead of a stepping stone?  Are we leaning on the endowment to bal-
ance our annual budget instead of allowing it to inspire us to new and more generous levels of stewardship?

A common question that is asked during interviews with prospective rectors for endowed parishes is, "How 
heavily do you depend upon your endowment to balance the budget for the ongoing mission of the parish?"  The 
correct answer is, "ZERO."  At the present time the answer at Christ Church Cranbrook would have to be, "Twen-
ty-five percent."   

Now, during this period of transition, this parish has the opportunity to take the step that will change the an-
swer!

That is the reason our theme for this year's stewardship emphasis is "Step Up in Generosity: A Small Step to 
Make a Big Difference."  If every member will take this step as a matter of spiritual growth, it will make a remark-
able difference in your life and also allow this parish, the largest Episcopal Church in Michigan, to reclaim the 
vision of leadership entrusted to this generation.

George Gough Booth's personal creed was a simple, yet profound expression of Christian stewardship:

The only way to have is to give,
The only way to keep is to share,
And the only thing worth finding is opportunity.

I recognize that some people find that talk in Church about possessions makes them feel uncomfortable.  I hope 
that you will pray for the grace to live with that discomfort long enough to find in this challenge a priceless op-
portunity for spiritual growth, both for you and for the Church you love.
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Seedpods and Stewardship

We don't have spruce trees in Southeast Texas where I have lived most of my life.  I've had 
to travel to other states to see these magnificent trees.  Those travels have always been in 
the summer or winter.  Now I'm living in Michigan where we are surrounded by tall Nor-
wegian Spruce trees.  This is the first time I've ever experienced spruce trees in springtime 
when they are pollinating.  What a sight!

I was sitting on the back porch of the rectory one evening last May when a gentle breeze 
came through.  It dislodged the pollen on the spruce trees and the pollen began to swirl 
through the air like smoke.  I don't believe anyone could have described it to me, any more 

than I can find words to describe it here.  You just had to have been there.

As I watched in wonder, I realized that all the cones on the trees, which were so numerous just a few days ago, 
have fallen to the ground.  All that pollen and all those seedpods, the warmth of the sun, the wind, and the rising 
of the sap are instruments the Creator has provided for the continuation of this species of tree.  I know it's about 
the same for other trees, but observing the pollination of spruce trees provided me with an epiphany on that May 
day.

The insignia for Christ Church Cranbrook has three evergreen cones for its crest.  Those 
cones remind us of the spruce and pine trees that surround the church. More importantly, 
they speak of abundance in nature.  These trees produce far more seeds than are needed to 
ensure the continuation of the species.

That's the way it is with the natural world.  The Creator has provided more than enough!  
The psalmist celebrated God's providence in these words, which many people learned to 
use as a prayer before meals, "The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD, and you give them 
their food in due season. You open wide your hand and satisfy the needs of every living creature" (Psalm 145:16, 
17).

On another day last May, I visited Ft. Wayne, Indiana and the burial site of John Chapman, better known as 
Johnny Appleseed.  The inscription on his headstone reads, "He lived for others."  This humble nurseryman went 
around sowing seeds, planting nurseries and orchards, and preaching.  He sowed a lot of seed in his lifetime.  His 
life had meaning and hope because he relied on the principle that "Anybody can count the seeds in an apple, but 
only God can count the apples in a seed."  He had a theology of abundance.  He also understood that stewardship 
is not primarily about keeping and saving, but about investing and multiplying.

As I write this message, the end of summer is near.  All those spruce and pine trees 
are laden with cones, in even greater abundance that last year.  The gardener who 
tends the gardens around the church and rectory told me that the trees have more 
seedpods on them this year because there was a drought last year.  In nature, when 
trees experience scarcity, they produce more fruit to ensure that there are succeeding 
generations of their species!

I know there are plenty of people in our world who don't have free access to the abundance God intends for 
them.  I also know that their condition can almost always be attributed to other human beings who have inhib-
ited their access to abundance.  How can they help living their lives from a perspective of scarcity when that's the 
kind of world others have presented to them - others for whom plenty is never enough, who hoard, control, and 
withhold, who value "mine" over "ours"?  These are the ones to whom Jesus said, "Truly I tell you, just as you did 
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not do it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did not do it to me" (Matthew 25:40).

Our Christian teaching tells us that God created an amazing universe that is chock full of everything a creature 
could ever need.  Then, God created the human being and gave the human being something that has been given 
to no other creature, the vocation of stewardship.  Loosely translated, God said, "Welcome to my world!  Every-
thing you'll ever need is here.  It will sustain your life and give you joy.  I've created you with godlike qualities so 
that you can be partners with me in the ongoing process of creation.  Now use your special gifts and your unique 
place as my personal representatives to care for it, manage it, and be sure that nobody is ever deprived of the life-
giving abundance of my creation."
 
On the same day I watched the spruce trees pollinate, I attended a presentation by Rob Radtke, President of Epis-
copal Relief and Development.  Someone asked him if ERD was involved in micro-finance arrangements.  He 
explained that because of the interest and debt collection aspects of micro-financing, ERD takes a very cautious 
approach and works with an ecumenical agency.  However, there is another kind of micro-financing program 
that is based on a sort of bartering system.  A farmer borrows a bag of seeds, plants them, and returns two bags 
of seed after the program.  Obviously, the crop produces so many more seeds that the farmer is able to pay 100% 
interest and still have more than enough for food and market.  Only God can count that high!

Equipped with an abundance of seeds, human intelligence and ingenuity, a theology of abundance, and the voca-
tion to be stewards of everything God has provided, just imagine what God 
can accomplish through us!

Our spruce trees stand just a few feet from the Community Garden of this 
parish, one more perfect example of the truth I'm attempting to express.  
Stewards of God's creation came out on that very same spring day to build 
a third raised bed in which they planted seeds that over the summer have 
produced food for our hungry neighbors in a community to the north of 
us.  They are giving expression to the vocation to steward the abundance of 
creation so that everyone will know the Creator's care.

Where is the abundance in your life?  Where are the seeds God wants to 
place in your hands so you can steward them to fruition? Do you have a fear 

of scarcity that needs to be healed so your eyes can be opened to see how generously God has provided?

God, who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and  
multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 
-II Corinthians 9:10
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Look to the Bees and Follow

Labor Day, observed on the first Monday in September, celebrates the economic and 
social contributions of workers.  We pause to remember and give thanks for those whose 
labor contributes to the quality of our common life.  So many of the products we enjoy 
in this country are presented to us in final form in markets, stores, and showrooms, that 
is easy to take granted those who produced them.  It is also easy to forget how our own 
work impacts the lives of others.  Our Book of Common Prayer provides us with fitting 
words of gratitude and intercession to God as on this day:

Almighty God, you have so linked our lives one with another that all we do affects, for good 
or ill, all other lives: So guide us in the work we do, that we may do it not for self alone, but for the common good; 
and, as we seek a proper return for our own labor, make us mindful of the rightful aspirations of other workers, and 
arouse our concern for those who are out of work; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

When I think of an image of work "for the common good," I think of bees.  Throughout history, bees have served 
as Beehive a reminder to humans of how important it is for humans to work 
for the common good. Bees are helpful not only to their own kind, they are 
helpful to humans and other creatures that depend upon food that requires 
pollination. For example, did you know that one in every three bites you 
eat, and 70% of America's food sources, are pollinated by bees?  That is one 
reason organizations and governments are concerned about and seeking 
solutions to the worldwide decline in the bee population.  The bee and the 
beehive have often been used in Christian art and architecture as metaphors 
for the Church and its members.

St. John Chrysostom wrote: "The bee is more honored than other animals, not because it labors, but because 
it labors for others" (12th Homily). The honey produced by the bee is agreeable to the palate and symbolic of 
spiritual sweetness and religious eloquence. For this reason, the beehive is emblematic of St. Ambrose and of St. 
Bernard of Clairvaux, two Doctors whom the Church calls mellifluus and mellificuus, that is, with an eloquence 
as suave and "sweet as honey."

Three bees appear in the Insignia of Christ Church Cranbrook.  They are located in the upper left quadrant in 
the device that represents George Gough Booth, who with his wife, Ellen Scripps Booth, founded this parish and 
built the magnificent edifice in which we worship.  There are three bees because he was the third generation of 

his family in North America.  I think the fact that there are three bees also suggests something 
about the social nature of bees.

According to the family history, the bee was chosen by Mr. Booth's ancestor for this reason: 
"The bee seeks out the beautiful, receives the sweet and nourishing, and works energetically to 
produce enough to share with others."  As if to underscore the example of bees for succeeding 
generations, the motto that was chosen for the family is "Look to the bees and follow."

Shortly after my arrival at Christ Church Cranbrook, I was discussing the significance of the bee in the Booth 
and parish insignia with some parishioners.  One of them, a physician and scientist, gave me a wonderful book 
to help me better understand bees.  The book, entitled Honeybee Democracy, was written by Thomas D. Seeley, 
who is professor of biology at Cornell University and devoted his career to the study of these amazing creatures 
and they way they work together for the common good.  In the prologue, the author writes, "The story of how 
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honeybees make a democratic decision based on a face-to-face, consensus-seeking assembly is certainly impor-
tant to behavioral biologists interested in how social animals make group decisions."

The more we contemplate the energetic work, cooperative nature, and fruitfulness of bees, the better we under-
stand why others have seen in them an example of how Christians might work, pray, and give in unity. Look to 
the bees and follow!

As I was reflecting on the characteristics of bees that might be desirable among Christians, I happened to read 
something in a book entitled God With Skin On by Anne Robertson that also speaks to what happens when we 
have a generous corporate spirit:

The business study looked at the field of Formula 1 racing and how the competition between the companies who 
developed the engines for the race cars affected both their own bottom line and the sport as a whole. They found 
that when a company was highly competitive, keeping its techniques and formulas away from the prying eyes of 
other engine manufacturers, the company rose to the top of its class.

On the other hand, when there was a sharing of technologies, methods, and information--a more open-source 
approach--the result was a successful overall industry. In other words, competition produced an engine that was 
superior to all the others and a good bottom line for the company that made it. Cooperation produced a variety 
of good engines across the board and a number of firms with sustainable profits. (p. 67-68)

Robertson goes on to discuss the impact of cooperation vs. competition on relationships and our ability to be 
"God with skin on" for others.

There is a place for healthy competition in the secular environments where so many people work.  However, 
sometimes our competitive appetites cause us to fail in the cooperation that is so necessary in every relationship 
that matters.  There is even a place for a little friendly competition within Christian communities.  In attempting 
to inspire the Corinthian Christians to greater generosity, St. Paul introduces a little competition when he tells 
them how generous the poor Macedonians when they insisted on sending aid to the Church in Jerusalem.

Perhaps we are doing the same thing when we compare the giving patterns of this congregation with the giving 
patterns of the wider Church and other congregations nearby.  It doesn't take a mathematician to recognize in 
these comparisons that there is room for improvement and lots of it.

But the key to a more generous spirit, I think, is not to be found in comparing ourselves with others or compet-
ing with them.  God is not calling us to be the Kirk in the Hills, St. Hugo's, or First United Methodist Church of 
Birmingham.  God is not calling us to aspire to the average contribution of Episcopalians across the country.  (I 
would be a poor priest indeed if all I did was try to inspire the people of this parish to be average!)  The key is 
to hear the call of God to each of us to be the generous creatures we were designed to be and to all of us to work 
more energetically so that we can share God's bounty with others.  When we do that, people are uplifted, trans-
formed, and healed, and God is glorified.

St. Paul went on to tell the Corinthians, "You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will 
produce thanksgiving to God through us; for the rendering of this ministry not only supplies the needs of the 
saints but also overflows with many thanksgivings to God" (II Corinthians 9:11, 12).

And, Jesus Christ, God Incarnate, is our greatest example of generosity.  St. Paul referred to him as God's "inde-
scribable gift."  Jesus method was to form a community and teach them by word and example. You and I are the 
descendants of that first community and how the message of Jesus and its meaning for our world today is deliv-
ered is in our hands.
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George Gough Booth made no public statement at the Consecration of Christ Church Cranbrook, or at any of 
the other ceremonies accompanying its construction.  However, the words he spoke at the dedicatory services for 
Cranbrook School in the fall of 1927 included these words:

"I can only hope for myself and for Mrs. Booth, who has so joyously co-operated in all our plans, and for our 
sons and daughters who have entered so splendidly and unselfishly into it all, that what has been accomplished 
and the work not yet begun, may be to the glory of God and be a blessing and useful ser-
vice to all who follow.  We have blazed a new trail; it will be largely the work of others to 
extend, to widen, and to improve..."

On Easter morning, before the principal service, I was having a CCC Banner Side 2 con-
versation with someone about the motto, "Look to the bees and follow."  Minutes later, 
as we were beginning the procession, I noticed something I had not noticed before.  On 
the back side of the beautiful processional banner leading us down the aisle, are inscribed 
these words of Jesus: "I Am The Way.  Follow Me."  I do not bee-lieve that is a coincidence!

Where are the places in the life of Christ's Church in which you can work more energeti-
cally, pray more fervently, and give more generously for the spread of the God's reign on 
earth?  Will you seek and find the grace and generosity to "extend, to widen, and to improve" the legacy entrust-
ed to our generation?
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The Chevron and God’s Abundant Protection

On a visit to England's Salisbury Cathedral, Gay and I were invited to join a tour of what 
I would have called "the attic," but the English refer to the entire structure as "the roof."  
Once we had climbed to the top of the interior of the Cathedral, we ascended stairs to 
the area above the nave that is normally invisible to worshipers beneath the magnificent 
750-year-old vaulted Gothic ceiling.

The contrast was striking.  Whereas the ceiling one sees below is beautifully formed and 
painted, the timbers above, which support tons of lead sheeting, are rustic.  Our guide 
pointed out a place on one of the ancient timbers where the carpenter had placed his 

mark.  It occurred to me that the memorial of this humble craftsman also stood in 
Salisbury Cathedral Roof Timbers contrast to the gilded 
memorials of powerful and influential people down 
below in the statuary, the windows, the textiles, and all 
the other treasures that are a part of the day-to-day life 
of the Cathedral.

And yet, this sturdy structure provides a cover of pro-
tection for everything and everyone below it.  Without the roof, exposure to the 
elements would destroy everything else.  The vaulted ceiling of the Cathedral is 

supposed to draw the minds of worshipers to heaven above, which, like the roof timbers, we cannot see but we 
trust as the realm of our ultimate protection.

Salisbury Cathedral has been a place of pilgrimage for countless pilgrims since the mid 13th Century.  Like pil-
grims going up to the Jerusalem Temple, latter day pilgrims recite prayers and psalms on their journey.  When I 
was looking at the roof of Salisbury Cathedral that day, the words of Psalm 121 came to mind.

I lift up my eyes to the hills;
   from where is my help to come?
My help comes from the LORD,
   the maker of heaven and earth.
He will not let your foot be moved
   and he who watches over you will not fall  asleep.
Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel
   shall neither slumber nor sleep;
The LORD himself watches over you;
   the LORD is your shade at your right hand,
So that the sun shall not strike you by day,
   nor the moon by night.
The LORD shall preserve you from all evil;
   it is he who shall keep you safe.
The LORD shall watch over your going out and your coming in,
   from this time forth for evermore.

Is it any wonder that the roof-peak on a house became a symbol for protection?  The roof-peak is the inspiration 
for the ancient symbol we call a "chevron." The French word chevron means rafter, the sloping supporting beam 
that runs from the ridge beam of a roof to its edge. In feudal times during the Middle Ages (ca. 1066 to 1485) 
knights and men-at-arms received the "top of the house" chevron badge or shield as an emblem of their protec-
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tive role.

We see this symbol almost every day but never give it a thought.  The classic upside down 
V-shaped symbol, especially used as a symbol of rank on military or police uniforms, is also 
used as a car logo, a corporation name, a kind of car racing, and more.

The chevron appears in the insignia of Christ Church Cranbrook as an element in the device 
- a shield - adopted by George Gough Booth, the founder and builder of the church.  Mr. 
Booth had a lifelong interest in architecture and construction.  He was personally involved 

in almost every detail of the design and construction of this edifice, as well as other buildings and homes in the 
Cranbrook community.  And, given his interest in heraldic symbolism, it is no surprise that a chevron appears in 
his family emblem.

Mr. Booth's confidence in God's everlasting protection is another reason the chevron appears in that emblem.  It 
was his intention to build a spiritual home that would be the center of this unique community's life and a source 
of inspiration for future generations. He and his children paid for the building and its furnishings so that the 
Christians that gathered in it could concentrate on the mission of Christ.  Like Salisbury Cathedral and other 
houses of worship, the lines of the architecture are intended to lift our hearts and minds heavenward and to re-
mind us God, who is our protector.

This generation has been entrusted with the work that was begun here decades ago.  It is now our privilege and 
duty to exercise our trust in God, who "is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always 
having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work" (II Corinthians 9:8).  God's con-
tinuing purpose for Christ Church Cranbrook compels us to return week by week to be nourished in Word and 
Sacrament and sent back into the mission field at our doorstep to love God and our neighbor in our daily lives.

Sometimes, carrying out God's purpose is challenging and frightening.  Some of the neighbors we are com-
manded to love are not that loveable.  Some of the places we are sent are not that safe.  Some of the issues we 
must tackle are not that popular.  The price we pay will sometimes be costly.  Jesus never promised following him 
would be risk-free.  He said, "Take up your cross and follow me."  He also promised to provide all the grace, all 
the resources, and all the protection we need to continue his redemptive work.

If we will train our eyes to look, we will recognize signs of God's protection wherever we may be.

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High,
   abides under the shadow of the Almighty.
He shall say to the LORD, "You are my refuge and my stronghold,
   my God in whom I put my trust."

The Catechism of the Episcopal Church, found on pages 
845-862 of The Book of Common Prayer, provides An 
Outline of the Faith we profess.  In the Catechism, we 
are taught, "The duty of all Christians is to follow Christ; 
to come together week by week for corporate worship; and to work, pray, and give for 
the spread of the kingdom of God."  I am grateful to be among people who are called, 
commissioned, and committed to that way of life.  I am grateful to know that the One 
who gives that life to me is watching over me.  I am grateful that God trusts me to ex-
tend the good news of divine protection to others who need it.  I am grateful. Because I 
have received so much, I want my gratitude to be reflected in the generosity of my life.
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The next time you see the chevron in the insignia of Christ 
Church Cranbrook and the next time you look up to our roof 
or our beautiful ceiling, think of God our Protector, who is 
the Source of all our gifts.  Know that you are carved into the 
palm of God's hand and God will never let you go.  Trust that 
God will supply you with exactly enough so that you can give 
a little more generously every day.  Then, with a cheerful heart, 
take the steps God sets before you to fulfill your vocation as a 
follower of Jesus Christ.
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Streams of Living Water

The red wavy lines in the upper right and lower left quadrants of the Christ Church 
Cranbrook insignia remind us that the church is situated on banks of the Rouge River. 
Flowing water, such as we find in a river, is referred to in scripture as "living water" and is 
a reminder of our Baptism. It is life-sustaining water.  The Thanksgiving Over the Water 
in our Baptismal liturgy beautifully sums up the ways in which the faithful have recog-
nized expressions of the inexhaustible grace of the Creator in the outward sign of water:

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the 
beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of 
promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, 
the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life.

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in his 
resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring 
into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed from sin 
and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. (BCP, pp 306-307)

Those of us who reside in places where there is an abundance of water often take it for granted. Sometimes, we 
even find it to be an inconvenience. However, when we experience a drought, it is an entirely different matter. 
A drought is a temporary experience. Eventually the rains and snows come again and we return to our kind of 
"normal." For people who live in arid regions of the world, "normal" is a perennial shortage of water. Water is 
seldom taken for granted and is regarded as a blessing from above. The land of the Bible is such a place. Perhaps 
that is why the Bible so often uses water as a metaphor of God's bountiful providence and blessing.

One very interesting example is found in Psalm 65:9.

You visit the earth and water it abundantly;
       you make it very plenteous;
            the river of God is full of water.

In English, we have many words for flowing water - river, stream,  brook, creek. 
In Hebrew, there are also several words. The Hebrew word for river is: nahar. 
Nahar refers to a body of constantly flowing water, few of which are found in the 
Middle East. Even in drought, when water levels may become a trickle, a river 

never ceases to flow. But the word translated "river" in Psalm 65:9 is not nahar, 
but peleg, which means a stream, channel, or rivulet. A peleg is the kind of stream 
that doesn't get mapped because it is not always there; it's seasonal. In the Holy 
Land, a river - nahar - is something large, permanent, and usually far away. A 
peleg is local and nearby. A peleg means sudden life in the midst of drought.

Peleg is what God is - local, present, in our midst, not somewhere else to which 
we must go, but right here in our desert, in our present need. God is new life, 
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rushing into our dry brittle need. And God is full. "The river of God is full of water." God is not seasonal. Unlike 
all the other streams that flow, then stop, and everything becomes dry again, God's stream is always full of water. 
Our world and our lives may be seasonal but God is eternal, reliable, and always full.

I know that it is sometimes very difficult for those who are in the midst of a "dry 
spell" to feel the abundant waters of God. We may be a dry, cracked creek bed, 
thirsty and waiting. But God is a river that is always full of water. We may be 
struggling to make ends meet, but we know there is abundance. Life takes on new 
meaning when we can face each day with a theology of abundance, eyes wide 
open to see God's hand a work in the world around us.

Psalm 65 proclaims to us that God is always full, regardless of our feelings, regardless of our season. God is abun-
dant. God has everything that we need and more. It is God's desire to pour out life in abundance. God sent Jesus 

to be the living embodiment of that abundant life.

When Jesus met the woman at the well, he said to her, "Everyone who drinks 
of this water will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the water that I will 
give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a 
spring of water gushing up to eternal life" (John 4:13, 14). Jesus used the tem-
poral, tangible sign of water from a well as an instrument to lift the woman's 
vision to perceive the gift of eternal life that satisfies far more than physical 
thirst.

These wavy red lines in the insignia of our parish, the Rouge River flowing nearby, and the Baptismal Font which 
we pass coming and going from worship, provide us with the sign of God as a living stream, full, bringing life in 
the midst of a desert. And, through the stewardship of lives that are washed, re-
freshed, and buoyed up by God's abundant blessings, this is what we are to be, bring-
ing blessing and life to those around us.
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The Cross of St. George and Tithing

Now as you excel in everything-in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost eagerness, 
and in our love for you-so we want you to excel also in this generous undertaking. - II 
Corinthians 8:7  

This scripture passage from Paul's Second Letter to the Church in Corinth has appeared 
in our messages during our emphasis on faithful stewardship during the past month.  As 
it was a challenge to the original recipients, it remains a challenge to the Church in any 
age, including Christ Church Cranbrook.  We are invited to excel in generosity toward 
God!  What is the standard to guide us in such an undertaking? 

The Episcopal Church teaches that the tithe (ten percent of our income) is the minimum biblical standard for 
Christian giving.  Minimum?  The average financial pledge for Episcopalians is about 4% and for members of 
Christ Church Cranbrook it's about 3%.  We're being encouraged to step up toward the tithe.  And yet, our 

Church teaching suggests that that is only "the minimum."  How much more will be enough?

The reason our Church's teaching is stated this way is that the New Testament standard for 
giving is one hundred percent.  Do you remember the occasion when Jesus pointed out the 
poor widow who put two small coins in the offering box at the Jerusalem temple?  It was an 
object lesson for his disciples.  He wanted them to notice that the more prosperous people 
contributed the mandated minimum portion of their wealth as an offering to God and the 
poor widow contributed everything she had. "Truly I tell you," said Jesus, "this poor widow 
has put in more than all of them; for all of them have contributed out of their abundance, but 
she out of her poverty has put in all she had to live on" (Luke 21:3-4).

On another occasion, some people asked Jesus whether it was lawful for the faithful to pay taxes to Caesar.  He 
responded, "Show me a denarius. Whose head and whose title does it bear?" They said, "The 
emperor's." He said to them, "Then give to the emperor the things that are the emperor's, 
and to God the things that are God's" (Luke 20:24-25).  The image and title of the Emperor 
was stamped on the coin of his realm.  Jesus' subtle point was that the image and title of 
God is stamped on the human being, which is the most valuable asset of God's realm.  It is 
our purpose and our privilege to offer ourselves to God.

Jesus showed us how to do that on the cross.  The result of that ultimate offering was resur-
rection.  Our offering is made complete and our lives made victorious when joined with his offering. "Therefore 
we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 

glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life" (Romans 6:4).

In the insignia of Christ Church Cranbrook, the Red Cross of St. George on the white field is a 
reminder of the English origins of The Episcopal Church and of the Booth family, founders of 
Christ Church Cranbrook. From the thirteenth century until the nineteenth century, the flag of 
England was a red cross on a white field symbolizing the patron saint of England, St. George.  
Most of what we know about St. George is legend.  We usually associate him with the Crusades 
or with dragon slaying.  However, the most reliable sources suggest that George was a martyr 
who suffered under the persecution of the emperor Diocletian in the fourth century.  Martyr-

dom has always been considered the supreme witness for one's faith.
 
Even more importantly, that red cross is a reminder of victory through sacrifice - the sacrifice of Christ and his 
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martyr, George. When Christian art began to depict the Risen Christ holding a 
triumphal cross-shaped staff with a banner attached to it, the banner was most 
frequently white, symbolizing purity, with a red cross on it, symbolizing the 
victory of the resurrected Christ over death.

Christians still die for their faith in many places.  Only yesterday, choir mem-
bers and children attending Sunday school were among 81 people killed in a 
suicide bombing at an Anglican church in northwest Pakistan. The attack took 
place at the All Saints Church of Pakistan, in the violence-plagued city of Peshawar, about 120 kilometers (75 
miles) from the country's capital, Islamabad.

You and I will probably never be required to face physical death for our Christian faith. Nevertheless, we are 
called to offer our lives completely in Christ's service.  St. Paul's invitation to Roman Christians is as significant 
to us as it was to the Roman Christians to whom it was addressed during a time of persecution two thousand 
years ago:

"I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be trans-
formed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God-what is good and accept-
able and perfect" (Romans 12:1-2).

So, then, how are we to understand the tithe in relation to the radical expectation that we are supposed to give 
everything to God?  Here's a way to look at it.

The tithe is the portion we give specifically to God as a tangible sign of our acknowledgement that everything we 
have -possessions, time, lives, relationships, labors, influence - whether saved, spent, or given away is a sacred 
trust from God.  Giving sacrificially to God is a spiritual discipline, like the disciplines of worship, prayer, sac-
raments, study, and good works.  We give God a portion of what we have that is large enough to be considered 
sacrificial so that we notice when it is gone.  That should make us mindful of what we do with everything else 

that remains.

Gay and I practice tithing as a spiritual discipline in this way.  Years ago, when we strug-
gled with the decision about how much to give to God, we realized that if we tithed and 
could not live on the remaining 90%, we were living beyond our means.  So we made 
the necessary adjustments to our lifestyle and discovered that we still have more than 
enough.  In fact, we are still able to save for a comfortable retirement and to support 
other worthy causes.  It is only one way to keep tabs on our spiritual life and values, but 
a very important one.  It helps us see how abundantly God blesses us so that we can bless 

others.

How can we apply this principal of sacrificial giving to the spiritual health of our 
parish?  Based on the 2012 U.S. data, 92% of the members of Christ Church Cran-
brook live in Oakland County, Michigan where the median annual household 
income is $66,456. That is 21% higher than the state average ($52,762) and 27% 
higher than the national average ($48,669).  The majority (56%) of the members of 
this parish live in the wealthiest part of the county (within a 3-mile radius of the 
church) where the average household income in $174,000.

So, using the county average as an estimate of the parish average income is very 
conservative. A tithe of the county average is $6,646.  In rounded numbers, that's $128 per week or $18 per day.  
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Gay and I spent more than $18 for our lunch yesterday at Little Daddy's Restaurant, and that didn't include the 
20% tip!

Think about it; If the average household tithed, the remaining 90% would still be 12% more than the aver-
age Michigan household and 23% more than the average U.S. household.  The average communicant at Christ 
Church Cranbrook can afford to tithe and still be wealthier that our neighbors in the state and nation!

What would it mean for the mission of the parish?  Endowed parishes are notorious for depending too heav-
ily on funds generated by their endowments to sustain their ongoing life.  One result of that dependency is that 
many members, believing that the church has plenty of money, feel relieved of the responsibility for their own 
personal stewardship.  It is a spiritual issue.  Christ Church Cranbrook is an example of that condition.  Approxi-
mately 20-25% of our annual operating budget comes from endowment earnings and sources beyond the giving 
of communicants.  But we can change that and we can do it one step at a time.

Even one small step toward a tithe can make a big difference.  For example, if each of our 832 contributing 
households stepped up by just 1% of their annual household income ($664/year, $13/week, $1.80/day) the result 
would be:

*    Increased spiritual well-being for the giver and the parish,
*    Heightened awareness of the sacred trust God places in us,
*    Greater commitment to God's work through this parish,
*    Stronger sense of fellowship with other members,
*    Over half a million dollars more for the mission of the Church,
*    Freedom from dependency on endowment to balance budgets,
*    Leadership in compassion and innovation beyond our doors.

And this is only the beginning!  Imagine what will happen when tithing becomes the 
norm and Christ Church Cranbrook is notorious for generosity. That would be truly 
exceptional.

When you see that red cross, remember the ultimate sacrifice and victory of Christ, St. George, and all the Chris-
tian martyrs.  Be mindful of the living sacrifice you are called to make and the victorious life you are called to 
live.  Consider how your bold decision to give to God will make you a more generous saint in the household of 
God.  Envision how together with your fellow saints you can ensure that Christ Church Cranbrook is known as a 
beacon of generosity.

"You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to God through us; for 
the rendering of this ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with many thanksgivings to 
God" (II Corinthians 9:11-12).
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Handwriting on the Wall

You yourselves are our letter of recommendation, written on our hearts, to be 
known and read by all.  (II Corinthians 3:2 ESV)

Cranbrook House, which was the home of the founders of Christ Church Cran-
brook, George and Ellen Booth.  When visiting there, one notices shield shaped 

panels in the woodwork.  Some of them have insignia painted on them.  Others remain blank.  Those that are 
painted represent persons or organizations that have contributed to Cranbrook through the years.  Those that 
remain blank will someday be adorned with some symbol that represents the contributions of future generations.

Christ Church Cranbrook has similar wooden shields carved into the elaborate canopy above the Choir.  A 
member of the Booth family recently told me that the original purpose 
was similar to the purpose of those in Cranbrook House.  Through the 
years, one by one, those shields could be embellished with some symbol 
of the contributions of succeeding generations of members and clergy of 
this parish.

You will notice that none of those over 
the choir has ever been painted.  I cannot tell you why that is or even if it was ever 
the intent of the founders for them to be a symbolic record of the legacies of suc-
ceeding generations.  But it is an interesting thought, isn’t it?

Ponder this: If this generation were to be asked to design insignia to reflect our 
unique contribution and legacy for this parish, what would we include in that 
design?  Fifty years from now, how would a docent giving a tour describe the in-

signia that represents our generation’s legacy?  Would the symbol include radical hospitality, passionate worship, 
intentional faith development, risk-taking mission and service, extravagant generosity?  If so, what would it look 
like?  What would you want to see reflected there based on where your heart is invested in the life of this parish 
at this time in history?

In this series meditations, I have explored the sermons that have been hidden in plain sight in this edifice and 
in the parish insignia.  It has been my desire to heighten the awareness of each member of 
the parish to the need to grow in the spiritual discipline of stewardship in recognition of the 
abundant blessings of our Creator and in service to others.  I believe it is possible for those 
who love this church today to step up in generosity to an extent that will liberate the parish 
from dependency on the endowments for the ongoing life and witness God expects from this 
generation.  That will, in turn, allow endowment funds to be used in ways that go beyond 
simple maintenance to provide significant leadership in the region, in the state, in the nation, 
and in the world.  It will also be an important accomplishment during this time of transition 
and those who are discerning a call to be your next Rector explore the spiritual health and 
vitality of the faith community here.

But let me be very clear; this is not primarily about the church’s need to receive, it is about each giver’s need to 
give.  When the culture of giving in a community of Christ’s followers is grounded in the discipline of steward-
ship, the resulting spiritual climate is changed in remarkable and miraculous ways.  Meeting the financial needs 
of the church is the inevitable byproduct of such spirituality.  Jesus had something like this in mind when he 
taught, “Strive first for the kingdom of God and God’s righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as 
well.” (Matthew 6:33).  Again and again, Jesus showed us that when our spiritual house is in order, everything 
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else falls into place as it should be.

So, the purpose of this or any stewardship campaign is not really to raise money for the church.  The purpose of 
a stewardship campaign is to inspire the followers of Jesus to revisit and realign their spiritual priorities and wills 

in relation to their God-given possessions so that their entire life will be lived in grati-
tude and generosity toward God and their neighbors.

Returning to the question of how this generation’s legacy might be depicted on one of 
those blank shields, I ask you to spend some time in prayer about that.  Ask God to open 
your eyes to see God at work in your life and the life of this parish.  Invite God to show 
you ways you can grow spiritually and in participation in the mission to which God is 
calling this parish.  And, as you do, remember the words of Sir Winston Churchill, who 
said, “History will be kind to me for I intend to write it”

With God’s help, we will write a new chapter in the history of Christ Church Cranbrook.  
We pray that it will be inspire future generations as those who have gone before us have 
inspired us.

Now as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and in our love for you*—so 
we want you to excel also in this generous undertaking.  (II Corinthians 8:7)
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