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Calvary Episcopal Church 
Ashland, Kentucky 

Sermon for June 24, 2012 ~ Proper 7B 
The Rev. Deacon Diane Zwick 

 
   “Grant to us such strength and protection, as may support us in all dangers, 

and carry us through all temptations,’ – from the collect for the Fourth 

Sunday after Epiphany, Book of Common Prayer (1962-Canada) 

     Prior to this weeks Gospel, Jesus has just finished a long day of teaching. 

He has taught the parables of the sower, the growing seed, the mustard seed, 

and explained the need for parables to his disciples.  He is exhausted from 

his work, and wishes to take boats to the other side of the Sea of Galilee. He 

wishes to sail from the territory of Galilee to the region of Gerasenes – from 

Jewish to Gentile territory.  All of his disciples are on board, at least four of 

whom are fishermen, and so Jesus finds a cushion and goes fast asleep in the 

rear of the boat. 

         Then a furious storm came up.  Huge waves frightening even the most 

experienced fisherman.  In Peta Sherlocks’ commentaries for the year of 

Mark, he describes Rembrandt’s Painting Storm on Galilee. This painting 

depicts that storm.  Each disciple faced his fears of the storm in his own 

way.  Two went to wake Jesus – maybe he could do something. One 

struggled to hold on to the tiller, five dealt with the sails. One hid in the 

rigging, one in the bottom of the boat and one was sick. O.K. – that makes 

fourteen on board.  The extra man looks very much like Rembrandt!  He 

puts himself with the frightened disciples – as a stand-in for us. 

     Christ woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be 

still!”  He said to the disciples,“ Why are you afraid? Have you still no 
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faith?”  Maybe he went on to say something like “Have you not understood 

my parables?”  Does he not ask us the same question today? 

     The storms of our lives ebb and flow.  Life can go on for a time in a 

routine fashion.  Then something horrible happens.  Then we call on God’s 

help – if we happen to think of Him. 

     How do we prepare for life’s’ storms?  Do we think we can go it alone? 

     I’ve been with people during the worst days of their lives.  Part of my 

Deacon training took me to Cabell-Huntington hospital to train for Chaplain 

duties.  Many nights I was called to the bedside of a dying patient and his or 

her family.  One night I was called to a family whose father had no need for 

life sustaining machines – but they could not bring themselves to disconnect 

them.  They cried, they screamed and they asked me to leave.  Not an hour 

later I was called to another room where a father had just did.  His wife 

ushered me in to the room and introduced me to the family.  She said he had 

only been sick a couple of days and had had a wonderful life.  We prayed 

together with the sure belief that he had gone to his Lord.  The family 

comforted me more then I did them. 

     My feeling is that the more we walk with Christ on a day to day basis, the 

more our lives will be shaped by his grace and mercy.  We will have many 

worldly cares, and many disappointments as well as great happiness and joy.  

     May God grant to us such strength and protection to help us face each, 

leaning on his grace and mercy.  Amen 

      

 


